
Autumn Term 1 

Events Round-Up: 
We’ve had an exciting start to the year – here are 

some of the highlights: 

 

Class 1 and Class 4 commenced their visits to the 

Woods and have thoroughly enjoyed experiencing the 

start of the Autumn season. 

Class 1 took a trip to Croft Farm where they 

discovered more about animals and life on a working 

farm.   

Class 4 experienced a visit from Zoolab who spoke to 

the children about the ‘Amazon Rainforest’.  They 

were delighted to meet the creepy crawlies that live 

in the Amazon. 

Harvest Festival - We had a lovely Harvest Festival 

which was very well attended - thank you to everyone 

who attended and donated items for Carlisle Key & 

Bishop’s Harvest Appeal. 

Sports - A few of our KS2 pupils took part in a 

Football Competition and Lacrosse Festival and 

represented school very well.  Well done to you all. 

Open & Fairtrade Coffee Afternoon – The children 

have really enjoyed showing parents their work in 

school – thank you to those who attended to make this 

afternoon special for the children.  Our Fairtrade 

Ambassadors were delighted with the £60 they 

raised which will go towards opening a Fairtrade Tuck 

shop in school. 

 

Look out for our new Reception starters’ photo in 

the Cumberland News 

------------ 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank 

our PTA for continuing to raise funds for school.  

The next fundraiser is a Halloween Party in the 

Village Hall on Saturday – if you haven’t got your 

tickets yet, we do still have some available.  

Please see Mrs Wood or Laura Forster (PTA). 
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CLASS NEWS ROUNDUP 
Class 1 

Class 1 have had a wonderful first half term at school. They have all settled 
really well; coming to school each day with such excitement and 
enthusiasm. We started our learning with the topic of 'Farms.' We turned 
into real life farmers as we harvested our crops of apples from the school 
garden, and went to find out more about this at Croft Farm in Houghton. 
Then, as the leaves started falling, Class 1's attention turned to Autumn 
and through this we baked salt dough leaves, hedgehog bread and went on 
exciting Autumn Hunts around the area. I can't wait to find out what we 
will explore next term… 

Class 2 
Our dungeons and dragons topic has been a terrific success this half term. 
We have found out about the Battle of Hastings in 1066 and how this led 
to the first castles being built in England. We looked at the Bayeux Tapestry 
and painted our own small versions. Our visit to Carlisle Castle was an 
opportunity to see parts of a castle for ourselves – cannons, keep, 
battlements and portcullis. We have looked at real-life dragons in the form 
of the Komodo dragon and are currently writing reports about this amazing 
creature. We really enjoyed our dungeons and dragons afternoon where 
we all took part in jousting, archery and princess dancing.  

Class 3 
Class 3 have started the topic of ‘Antarctica’ this term and we will be 
continuing this after half term.  We have looked at where it is, facts about 
it and thought of our own questions to research and find the answers to.  
In science we have been looking at classifying animals into groups, looking 
at habitats and how animals adapt for the conditions they live in. We have 
also looked at the human skeleton and studied its parts and functions.  
Early next term we will be visiting Eden Rock to gain an understanding of 
how explorers move across the Antarctic regions and the difficulties that 
they have to overcome.  In literacy we have been focussing on Stories with 
Familiar Settings and the children have produced their own amazing 
stories.  We have also been looking at poetry and everyone has performed 
poetry in front of their classmates and have created their own poems. In 
computing the children have used ‘scratch’ to develop their programming 
skills with Miss Kerr.  Six children from Class 3 took part in the William 
Howard Lacrosse Festival and enjoyed sharing their experiences with the 
rest of the class.  I have really enjoyed my first half term with Class 3, thank 
you all for making me feel so welcome, I am already looking forward to our 
next half term. 

Class 4 
Year 5/6 have settled into their new routine extremely well, demonstrating 
a great attitude to learning whilst making me feel very welcome in my new 
class. We have had a very busy start to the Autumn term with everyone 
showing great enthusiasm for our topic ‘The Rainforest’. The children 
particularly enjoyed our special visitors from Zoo Lab. They all had great 
fun getting up close with hairy tarantulas, slimy tree frogs, giant millipedes 
and some rather gross cockroaches! Not forgetting the slithery snakes. I 
have been most impressed with the passion the children have shown 
during our persuasive writing sessions for ‘saving the rainforest’; producing 
some very impressive letter writing. 
During our time at the woods the children have paid special attention to 
local weather conditions and produced their own weather scripts. We 
certainly have some budding film makers and weather presenters amongst 
the children. They confidently demonstrated their creative skills using 
visual effects and superimposing images using the green screen app. They 
all took immense pleasure in showing their screenings during our 
‘awesome endings’ afternoon. 



  

Dear Everyone, 
 
This half term has certainly whizzed by as we’ve 
got the new school year off to a cracking start.  Our 
new Reception children have settled in beautifully 
to our school family, and the older children have 
taken great care of them to make sure they are 
confident and secure as they start their school 
journey.  Thank you to all of you who took part in 
choosing our school values for the year; we are 
focusing on ‘Friendship’ this term and the children 
have really taken this theme to their hearts.  It has 
also been really exciting to watch ‘Pupil Voice’ 
continue to develop in school; the childrens’ 
responses and the issues they raise in these 
meetings show real maturity and careful 
consideration.  In response to parent feedback, 
childrens’ work will be available to look at during 
the parent meetings on 31st October and 1st 
November.  Books will be laid out in the hall, with 
a table for each class, from Classes 2 to 4.  You will 
have the option of either arriving before your 
appointment slot to view your child’s work, or 
doing so after your appointment.  There has been 
some parental feedback that ten minutes can feel 
like a short time for these meetings; please do 
remember that you can make an appointment to 
speak to your child’s class teacher at any time 
during the school year – please don’t feel you have 
to wait for parents’ night if you have any concerns 
about any aspect of your child’s progress or well-
being.  We do pride ourselves on being an open 
and responsive staff team; teachers are happy to 
make themselves available for appointments at 
the end of the school day.  We really do value your 
feedback as parents on any aspect of school life 
and thank you for your fantastic support for our 
school. 
 
Have a great half term everyone. 
 
Miss Weston  
 

Forthcoming Events & Diary Dates 

 
31st Oct/ 1st Nov  Parents Evening 

9th Nov    Shoebox Appeal Collection 

21st & 22nd Nov PTA BookFair 

29th Nov    PTA Christmas Fayre 

5th Dec    Rec & KS1 Christmas     
      Performances (1.30 & 5.30pm) 

6th Dec KS2 Christmas Performances 
(1.30 & 6.00pm) 

14th Dec    Pantomime Trip – Wizard of Oz  

15th Dec    Christmas Jumper Day 

15th Dec Church Service (nativity with 
Nursery children) & earlier 
finishing time, 2.30pm / break 
for Christmas Holidays 

4th Jan    Spring Term Commences 

Parents can see news posts on the website, along 
with a summary of what we will be learning for 

each term in the curriculum pages. 

 

Governor Learning Walk 
 

I conducted a ‘Learning Walk’ in Reception on Friday 23rd 
September 2016.  I don’t think that there can be a better 

way to start the day than ‘Squiggle While You Wiggle’ 
and the Dough Disco.  

It was fascinating for me to see how teaching at the Early 

Years stage works.  The day starts with an hour or so of 
child-led activities.  Essentially the children decide what 

they want to do and the teaching staff use those activities 
to educate them in a variety of ways.  Counting, 

reasoning and life skills are all built into discussions about 
what the children are doing so that they can develop their 

play and begin to understand the world around them. 

The child-led activities are followed by some adult-led 
tasks after a period of enthusiastic tidying of the 

classroom.   
The staff also work with the children constantly to assist 

them in the ways in which they relate to each other 

resulting in a very pleasant environment. 
I had a thoroughly enjoyable and informative morning.  I 

wish I could start every Friday this way!! 
Jonny Ditchburn – Parent-Governor 

 
 

Online Safety 
 

Please see our 
website for more 
information and 

advice on keeping 
your children safe 

online. 
 

 


