
ART AND DESIGN 

 

  
At Crosby on Eden Primary School, we want to inspire illustrators, graphic 
designers, fashion designers, curators, architects and printmakers of the future.  
We strive to inspire, engage and challenge each and every child in our teaching 
of art and design. We want our children to learn from other cultures and to 
respect diversity.  We look to the local area and local artists as inspiration.  We 
aspire to promote creativity, celebrate individuality and to help develop 
children’s perseverance. 

Our aims are to fulfil the requirements of the EYFS and National Curriculum for 
art and design; provide a high-quality, broad and balanced curriculum, ensure 
the progressive development of knowledge and skills, enable children to 
observe and record from first-hand experience, imagination and the work of 
others, develop children’s competence in controlling materials and tools, 
acquire knowledge and become proficient in various art techniques and 
processes.  For children to begin to develop an awareness of visual and tactile 
elements including; colour, pattern and texture, line and tone, shape, form and 
space, foster enjoyment and appreciation of the visual arts and develop a 
knowledge of significant artists, craftspeople and designers.  For them to 
increase critical awareness of the roles and purposes of art in different cultures 
and analyse works using the language of art and design. 

The aims of teaching art and design in our school, as set out in the National 
Curriculum, are for children to: 

• produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their 

experiences   

• become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and 

design techniques  

• evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and 

design 

•  know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the 

historical and cultural development of their art forms. 

 

 

 Intent 
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To ensure high standards of teaching and learning in art and design, we 
implement a curriculum that is progressive throughout the whole school.  Art 
and design is taught as part of a termly topic, focusing on knowledge and skills 
in the EYFS/National Curriculum/Essentials Curriculum.   
 
The Art and Design curriculum at Crosby on Eden Primary School is based upon 
the EYFS and Primary National Curriculum in England, which provides a broad 
framework and outlines the knowledge and skills taught in each Key Stage. 
Teachers plan lessons for progression of knowledge and skills based on the 
Essentials Curriculum in KS1 and 2.  A variety of teaching approaches are used 
based on the teacher’s judgement.   
At Crosby on Eden Primary School, we provide a variety of opportunities for art 
and design learning inside and outside the classroom.   
The children experience educational visits to galleries including as those at Tullie 
House.  They have opportunities to work with local artists.  They also study 
artists beyond their locality and artists from the past as part of their topic work  
 
Subject Organisation 
 

EYFS 
Art and design is taught through our topic work in EYFS. Children are given daily 
access to a range of creative opportunities in our continuous and enhanced 
provision areas and enjoy our carefully planned and well-resourced creative 
areas. Children are encouraged to create on both small and large scales both 
indoors and in our outdoor environment. They develop communication and 
language skills through talking about and developing their creations. 
 
We use the educational programmes for ‘Expressive arts and design,’ and 
‘Physical development,’ in the EYFS statutory framework, alongside the related 
statements in Development Matters to support our planning.  During their time 
in EYFS, the children work towards the Early Learning Goals (ELGs) for 
‘Expressive arts and design,’ and ‘Physical development.’ The skills and 
knowledge taught in the foundation stage provide a secure foundation for Art 
and design, on which to build in Key stages one and two.    
 
 

Implementation 
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KS1 and KS2 
The school uses the National Curriculum for Art and Design to plan for content 
coverage. We work on a two-year cycle to ensure coverage and progression of 
skills and knowledge. Class teachers are responsible for ensuring the skills and 
content appropriate to their class are taught.  
Teachers follow a clear progression of skills which ensures all pupils are 
challenged in line with their Essentials Curriculum milestones and are given the 
opportunity to build on their prior knowledge.   
Each child has a sketchbook.  Children use their sketchbooks to make initial 
sketches, develop skills, record ideas and develop opinions. Using a sketchbook 
helps the children feel safe to experiment and to take risks. 
 

 

 

 

 

In Art and Design, the children at Crosby on Eden Primary School benefit from a 
high quality, art and design curriculum, a supportive and collaborative ethos for 
learning and a wealth of investigative and enquiry-based learning opportunities. 
They gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of the subject by the time 
they reach the end of Key Stage Two, which equips them well for Key Stage 
Three. 
 
Our focus on the progression of knowledge and skills ensures that children’s 
progress is smooth and steady.  Our pupils enjoy and value the subject of ‘Art 
and design’. They know why they are doing things and not just how. They 
understand and appreciate the value of the subject in the context of history, of 
personal wellbeing, the creative and cultural industries and its many career 
possibilities. The art and design curriculum contributes to children’s personal 
development in creativity, independence, judgement and self-reflection. Our 
focus on discreet vocabulary progression means that the children acquire the 
language to talk confidently about their work.  They can reflect and evaluate 
past and present work (recorded within their sketchbooks, in classes 2-4) or on 
display. 
 

Impact 


