
EYFS – History Overview – Class 1 

Year A -     
 
 
Vocabulary 
 
Tier 2 

• Order 

• Observe 

• Compare 

• Similar 

• Different 

• Change 
 
Tier 3 

• after 
• before 
• first 
• I think … 

• because 
• last week 
• new 
• old 
• second 
• today 
• tomorrow 
• yesterday 

 
 
 
 
 

Autumn  
 
What’s special? 
 
Big Ideas 
INVESTIGATING THE PAST 
COMMUNICATE HISTORICALLY 
BUILD AN OVERVIEW OF THE PAST 
UNDERSTAND CHRONOLOGY 
 
Disciplinary skills and knowledge  
N 
Puts photographs of living things as they 
grow in the correct order. 
Acts out familiar routines from their 
family and culture. 
Can distinguish between old and new. 

 
R1 
Knows that living things grow and change 
with the passage of time. 
Joins in and talks about family customs 
and routines. 
Talks about significant events from their 
own experience. 
 
R2 
Talks about past and present events in 
their own life and that of family 
members. 

Spring 
 
Would you rather? 
 
Big Ideas 
INVESTIGATING THE PAST 
COMMUNICATE HISTORICALLY 
BUILD AN OVERVIEW OF THE PAST 
UNDERSTAND CHRONOLOGY 
 
Disciplinary skills and knowledge  
N 
Acts out familiar routines from their family 
and 
culture. 
Can distinguish between old and new. 
 
R1  
Organises images from a story into a 
plausible chronological order. 
Knows that living things children grow and 
change with the passage of time. 
Joins in and talks about family customs 
and 
routines. 
Talks about significant events from their 
own 
experience. 
 
R2 
Sequences and retells stories. 

Summer  
 
What’s out there? 
 
Big Ideas 
INVESTIGATING THE PAST 
COMMUNICATE HISTORICALLY 
BUILD AN OVERVIEW OF THE PAST 
UNDERSTAND CHRONOLOGY 
 
Disciplinary skills and knowledge  
N 
Puts photographs of living things as they 
grow in the correct order. 
Acts out familiar routines from their 
family and 
culture. 
Can distinguish between old and new. 
 
R1  
Organises images from a story into a 
plausible chronological order. 
Knows that children grow and change 
with the 
passage of time. 
Joins in and talks about family customs 
and 
routines. 
Talks about significant events from their 
own 
experience. 



Identifies some similarities and 
differences between things now and in 
the past. 
Explores artefacts and uses them in play 
Uses vocabulary to express the passing of 
time. 
Knows that they and the world around 
them changes with the passage of time. 
 

Substantive knowledge (fingertip and 
residual) 

Puts photographs of themselves as a 
baby and onwards in the correct order. 
To know who is in their family 
To know about the routines they have as 
a family  
To know how they have changed  
To know their family name and the 
names of family members 
To know the customs and routines they 
have as a family when celebrating key 
events eg birthdays, Christmas, Divali 
To know that children grow and change 
with the passage of time. 
To be able to distinguish between old 
and new  
To know the changes that happen in the 
environment in Autumn. 
 

Talks about past and present events in 
their own life and that of family members. 
Identifies some similarities and differences 
between things now and in the past. 
Uses vocabulary to express the passing of 
time. 
Knows that they and the world around 
them changes with the passage of time. 
 
 
 
 
Substantive knowledge (fingertip and 
residual) 
 
To be able to distinguish between old and 
new animals and plants. 
To know the customs and routines they 
have as a family and that we have in 
school when celebrating key events eg 
Easter 
To know the changes that happen in the 
environment in Winter. 

 

 

R2 
Sequences and retells stories. 
Talks about past and present events in 
their own life and that of family 
members. 
Identifies some similarities and 
differences 
between things now and in the past. 
Explores artefacts and uses them in play. 
Uses vocabulary to express the passing of 
time. 
Knows that they and the world around 
them changes with the passage of time. 
 
 
Substantive knowledge (fingertip and 
residual) 
To know and talk about the changes that 
happen in the environment in Spring and 
Summer. 
Puts photographs of animals and plants as 
they grow in the correct order. 
To be able to act out familiar routines 
from their family and culture, including 
weddings and naming ceremonies, Eid. 
Can distinguish between old and new 
modes of transport and ways to travel. 
To know the customs and routines they 
have as a family when celebrating key 
events eg weddings, naming ceremonies 
and Eid 



To know and talk about the changes that 
happen to plants and animals with the 
passing of time. 
To know that all living things change and 
die. 
 

Year B - Yr A     
 

• Vocabulary 
• Tier 2 
• Order 
• Observe 
• Compare 
• Similar 
• Different 
• Change 

 
Tier 3 

• after 
• before 
• first 
• I think … 
• because 
• last week 
• new 
• old 
• second 
• today 
• tomorrow 
• yesterday 

 

Autumn  
 
Who am I? 
 
Big Ideas 
INVESTIGATING THE PAST 
COMMUNICATE HISTORICALLY 
BUILD AN OVERVIEW OF THE PAST 
UNDERSTAND CHRONOLOGY 
 
 
Disciplinary skills and knowledge  
N 
Puts photographs of living things as they 
grow in the correct order. 
Acts out familiar routines from their 
family and 
culture. 
Can distinguish between old and new. 
R1  
Organises images from a story into a 
plausible chronological order. 
Knows that children grow and change 
with the 
passage of time. 
Joins in and talks about family customs 
and 

Spring  
 
Who helps us? 
 
Big Ideas 
INVESTIGATING THE PAST 
COMMUNICATE HISTORICALLY 
BUILD AN OVERVIEW OF THE PAST 
UNDERSTAND CHRONOLOGY 
 
 
Disciplinary skills and knowledge  
N 
Puts photographs of living things as they 
grow in the correct order. 
Acts out familiar routines from their family 
and 
culture. 
Can distinguish between old and new. 
R1  
Organises images from a story into a 
plausible chronological order. 
Knows that children grow and change with 
the 
passage of time. 
Joins in and talks about family customs 
and 

Summer  
 
Isn’t it amazing? 
 
Big Ideas 
INVESTIGATING THE PAST 
COMMUNICATE HISTORICALLY 
BUILD AN OVERVIEW OF THE PAST 
UNDERSTAND CHRONOLOGY 
 
 
Disciplinary skills and knowledge  
N 
Puts photographs of living things as they 
grow in the correct order. 
Acts out familiar routines from their 
family and 
culture. 
Can distinguish between old and new. 
R1  
Organises images from a story into a 
plausible chronological order. 
Knows that children grow and change 
with the 
passage of time. 
Joins in and talks about family customs 
and 



routines. 
Talks about significant events from their 
own 
experience. 
R2 
Sequences and retells stories. 
Talks about past and present events in 
their own life and that of family 
members. 
Identifies some similarities and 
differences between things now and in 
the past. 
Explores artefacts and uses them in play. 
Uses vocabulary to express the passing of 
time. 
Knows that they and the world around 
them changes with the passage of time. 

Substantive knowledge (fingertip and 
residual) 

Puts photographs of themselves as a 
baby and onwards in the correct order. 
To know who is in their family 
To know about the routines they have as 
a family  
To know how they have changed  
To know their family name and the 
names of family members 
To know the customs and routines they 
have as a family when celebrating key 
events eg birthdays, Christmas, Divali 

routines. 
Talks about significant events from their 
own 
experience. 
R2 
Sequences and retells 
stories. 
Talks about past and present events in 
their own life and that of family members. 
Identifies some similarities and differences 
between things now and in the past. 
Explores artefacts and uses them in play. 
Uses vocabulary to express the passing of 
time. 
Knows that they and the world around 
them changes with the passage of time. 

Substantive knowledge (fingertip and 
residual) 

To know about different jobs 
To know that people have different roles 
in our community 
To know who helps us stay healthy/and or 
safe 
To know the customs and routines they 
have as a family and at school when 
celebrating key events eg Chinese New 
Year 
To know that traditional tales have 
developed as an oral tradition and 
changed over time  

routines. 
Talks about significant events from their 
own 
experience. 
R2 
Sequences and retells 
stories. 
Talks about past and present events in 
their own life and that of family 
members. 
Identifies some similarities and 
differences 
between things now and in the past. 
Explores artefacts and uses them in play. 
Uses vocabulary to express the passing of 
time. 
Knows that they and the world around 
them changes with the passage of time. 

Substantive knowledge (fingertip and 
residual) 

To know and talk about the changes that 
happen in the environment in Spring and 
Summer. 
Puts photographs of animals and plants as 
they grow in the correct order. 
To be able to act out familiar routines 
from their family and culture, including 
weddings and naming ceremonies, Eid. 
Can distinguish between old and new 
works of art. 



To know that children grow and change 
with the passage of time. 
To be able to distinguish between old 
and new toys 

To know the changes that happen in the 
environment in Autumn 

 

To know the customs and routines they 
have as a family when celebrating key 
events eg weddings, naming ceremonies 
and Eid 
To know and talk about the changes that 
happen to plants and animals with the 
passing of time. 
To know that all living things change and 
die. 
 

 


