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I accept that as accounting officer of Crosby on Eden C of E Primary School I am responsible and 

accountable for ensuring that the academy trust delivers good value in the use of public resources. I 

am aware of the guide to academy value for money statements published by the Education Funding 

Agency and understand that value for money refers to the educational and wider societal outcomes 

achieved in return for the taxpayer resources received. 

I set out below how I have ensured that the academy trust’s use of its resources has provided good 

value for money during the academic year. 

The academic year 2015-16 was a unique one for Crosby on Eden CoE Primary School.  The school 

building was catastrophically flooded in early December 2015 as a result of ‘Storm Desmond’.  The 

school was forced to close temporarily and a temporary ‘Porta cabin’ site was erected in the school 

playground.  School then operated out of Porta cabins from January 2016 to June 2016.  Every aspect 

of normal school life was profoundly affected, as the building had to be stripped, dried and then 

reinstated internally from scratch.  As a consequence, it is not possible to report on how value for 

money was achieved in the usual sense, however, throughout the reinstatement works considerable 

savings, efficiencies  and very effective deployment of insurance monies and donations / grants we 

received ensured that optimum use of all funds available to school was made, albeit in very unusual 

circumstances. 

Best value use of insurance reinstatement monies was made in the following ways: 

 Desk computers lost in the flooding were replaced with laptops; this increased the numbers 

of pupils who could access a computer at any one time, as every class in school now has a set 

of 10 laptops per class, whereas previously some classes had only one or two computers in 

use for the children.  The benefit to learning has been enormous. 

 The new resources ordered were meticulously sourced for best value for money and 

substantial discounts were negotiated with suppliers due to making bulk purchases to restock 

school. 

 Resources lost which were no longer effective learning aids were not replaced, with the 

money instead being spent on the most up to date and effective resources for delivering 

learning and teaching. 

 Budgetary savings were made on resources and school maintenance which were covered by 

insurance. 

 

Best value use of donations received and grant funding was made in the following ways: 



 School benefited from kind donations from other schools across the country who were award 

of the impact of the flooding from the national news.  This enabled us to buy portable storage 

cabinets / charging units for the laptops at a discounted rate. 

 The Early Years Unit / Reception class was the only part of school which did not flood. When 

school was reinstated, it was therefore not covered by insurance money and looked very tired 

in comparison to the rest of the school.  Donations and monies from fund raising money were 

then invested in a refurbishment of this area to bring it up to the same standard as the rest of 

the school. 

 Grant funding was sought to implement additional flood resilience measures to ‘future proof’ 

the school against future flooding.  This included: securing £5K from the EFA to apply special 

plaster to the walls; securing £3K from the community fund towards betterment works; 

securing an additional £25K from the EFA to purchase and install new flood guards. 

School should now be able to make further budgetary savings in the academic year 2016-17 on 

contents and resources, as a consequence of the refurbishing and restocking of the entire school. 

Crosby on Eden CofE Primary School is now in the best physical state possible; the fresh, vibrant 

environment now reflects the vibrancy and vitality of the school community within it. 

 

Signed:  

 

Name:  Ayesha Weston 

Academy Trust Accounting Officer 
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